MEMORANDUM

to the Parliament Regarding the Regional Structuring of Romania


We, the subscribers of this memorandum document, submit to public debate of the political parties, local authorities, the outstanding leaders of opinion and the civil society the following ideas regarding the political and administrative structuring of the Romania of Regions, in agreement with the ongoing Euopean-level debate on the future of the united Europe.

1. The present proposals aim for the harmonious development of Romania, considering the historical, economical and social-cultural identity of its regions. In our view, the project regarding the regional structuring of Romania has nothing in common with any kind of secessionism or irredentism. Therefore we consider that any approach in this sense is simplistic and aims to create a diversion from the in-depth and responsible public discussions regarding the future of our country in view of the European experiences. 

2. Our participation in the debate regarding the future of the European Union as a federative system where constitutional regions like Scotland, Catalonia, Flanders, Wallonia, Bavaria etc. have a special status, may contribute to a better understanding of the institutional structure in which we wish to be integrated. The regional model, the so-called intermediate level of government (meso-government) serves, in our opinion, the restoration of our European identity.

3. We consider as a fundamental principle of the regional structure the allocation of certain administrative and political competencies to the territorial entities and not to national or ethnic communities, the latter receiving in the regional model political and legal warranties for the assurance of their specific interests. 

4. The ultra-centralised administrative system, taken over with hardly any changes in 1989, favors corruption and bureaucracy and amplifies the inherent deficiencies of the administration based on numerous and very costly small units. On the other hand, the idea of decentralisation is included in a conceptual legal frame stated both in international agreements Romania is part of, as well as in elements of European harmonisation of the domestic legislation.

5. We propose an administrative reform that would redefine the status of the existing territorial entities and would introduce new administrative and political forms. Their construction can start either from the development regions or from the historical provinces.

6. From the same perspective, we propose to discuss the establishment of regional councils or provincial parliaments headquartered in region or province capitals.

7. We believe that besides the political, economical and cultural competencies of the regional authorities, exercised according to the principle of subsidiarity and the other habitual standards of the European Union, a radical decentralisation of the information policy should also be considered. The regional television studios will play an outstanding part in modeling the public sphere in Romania’s regions.

8. Assuming regional identities on a civic basis contributes, in multi-ethnic regions like Banat, Transsylvania or Dobrogea, to the development of a trans-ethnical identity, through which it is possible to transcend extremist-nationalist nostalgies, fears or escaladations, as well as the veiled nationalisms that often make use of a civic and democratic phraseology.

9. A new regional structure implies a new political structure as well, that cannot be accomplished without a constitutional reform, in concordance with the fundamental principles of the emerging European Constitution.

10. These proposals are based on the criteria of republicanism, that is, government with the consent of the governed, and of the participative democracy. Therefore, any structural decision has to be the result of a referendum organised at regional or national level, as appropriate, following a large-scale public debate, in order to allow the population to make an informed decision, based on bona fide information on the similar European situations and on the chances of an administration of this type. 

This text has been submitted to the Permanent Bureau of the Romanian Parliament, to the leadership of the Social Democratic Party, of the National Liberal Party, of the Democratic Party, of the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania, of the National Peasant Christian Democratic Party, as well as to the European Parliament and to the Committee of Regions.

Cluj, December 8, 2001

Subscribers:

Antik Sándor

Ágoston Hugó

Bakk Miklós

Mircea Boari

Alexandru Cistelecan

Marius Cosmeanu 

Caius Dobrescu

Hadházy Zsuzsa

Molnár Gusztáv

Ovidiu Pecican

Szokoly Elek

Traian Ştef

Daniel Vighi

The list remains open. People wishing to sign the Memorandum are asked to send e-mail messages to the address <provincia@edrc.osf.ro>, indicating their profession and mailing address. In the following issues of the Provincia periodical we will publish the names of all subscribers who will each receive a copy of the issue in which their name appears (irrespective whether they are subscribers of the periodical or not).
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